
Balsall Common Speedwatch 
 
Emai l  f rom W il l iam Heard t he Speedwatch co-ord inator for  Balsal l  Common:    
  
Speedwatch is  a joint community/pol ice exercise a imed at  reduc ing the excess ive 
speed of  motor is ts who travel through and around Balsal l  Common.    
  
In  par t icu lar we monitor speeds wi th in the 30 M.P.H. zones of  Balsal l  Street ,  Balsal l  
Street  East,  Kelsey Lane and Stat ion Road but  could extend our  reach to roads such 
as Keni lwor th Road i f  we had more volunteers f rom the community to help us.  
  
We have been act ive for  more than a year now with a smal l  but  dedicated band of  
volunteers.    
  
Some t ime ago the U3A k indly c irculated deta i ls  of  our las t recrui tment dr ive to U3A 
members and we did receive some interest which we were able to fo l low up.  
  
I  would be most gratefu l i f  you would c i rculate th is  cur rent  emai l  to  members in B alsal l  
Common to advise that we are again recru i t ing in ant ic ipat ion of  a tra in ing sess ion to 
be held in February.   The tra in ing is  very easy.   I t  cons is ts of  the pol ice Speedwatch 
coordinator for  th is area and her col leagues speak ing about  speed and safet y related 
subjects  and a pract ica l exerc ise in the use of  the speed moni tor ing device that we 
use.  I t  takes about two hours .  
  
Volunteers can do as much or  as l i t t le  monitor ing as they wish.   General ly we are in  
teams of  three and most people do one or two moni tor ing sess ions last ing one hour  
each every month or  so.   There is no s tr ic t  rota for  th is .   I  c ircu late a l is t  of  poss ible 
dates and t imes then people put their  names forward or not  as the case may be.  
  
We log the deta i ls  of  motor ists  dr iv ing at  speeds s ignif icant ly more than the 30 M.P.H.  
l im it  (120% plus).   The registrat ion numbers are then submit ted to the pol ice co -
ord inator who issues a le tter  to the dr iver of  the vehic le (or  the registered keeper)  
not ing that this  event  has taken place.   No-one is prosecuted as a resul t  of  our  
act iv i t ies but  i t  is  pla in to us that our mere presence at  the s ide of  the road wear ing Hi 
Viz vests  serves to s low people down and remind them of  the speed l im it .   I f  people 
are seen speeding twice or three t imes by us dur ing the year  then they are l ike ly to 
get a much s t i f fer  le t ter  f rom the pol ice and a v is i t  f rom the pol ice coordinator in some 
cases.  
 
The unfortunate death of  a motorcyc l is t  on Stat ion Road recent ly serves to under l ine 
the need for safer  roads whether we are dr ivers or  pedestr ians  and in part icu lar young 
mothers  wi th chi ldren,  dog walkers and the not  so nimble seniors amongst  us . Local  
U3A members in  Balsal l  Common have a real  oppor tuni ty here to help their  community 
carrying out  an interest ing and wor thwhi le service that  wi l l  he lp to make the roads 
safer for  us a l l .  
 
I f  anyone is  in terested  in jo ining us they can emai l  me spec ial tax@hotmai l .com  or  
'phone 07813361578.  
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